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June 11, 2010

Footprints of our Future

You’ll soon be seeing footprints on the wall of the corridor leading to our O/B unit.  No need to call the cleaners or the painters though.  We want those footprints there and we hope there soon will be many more of them.

Hoboken UMC Foundation VP Joe Burt has adopted a plan endorsed by the New Moms group to set up a permanent tribute to babies born in our hospital.  Although it won’t be installed until late June, one proud parent has already purchased three footprints – one for her 30-something daughter and two more for her grandchildren.

Obviously, it’s not only recent and future parents who can purchase footprints.  Anyone can do so for a $150 gift to the Foundation.

Each footprint plaque – pink or blue, as appropriate – will show the name and birth date of the honoree.  Because of privacy and security concerns, as well as cost, the footprints won’t be unique to each baby but will be standard in design.

After the mom or gift-giver orders the plaque, it will take about three weeks for it to be made and installed.  At that time the mom will be mailed a footprint ornament as a memento and confirmation of installation.
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Members of the Hoboken UMC New Moms group have already received information about the new program. Mothers-to-be who enroll in pre-natal classes here will also be informed, and a general mailing will go out to Foundation donors.

Information about it will also be available in the O/B Unit, the Gift Shop and the Foundation office, so that any interested person can memorialize the birth of a baby in this way.  Of course, all contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible.

Joe says it is not unusual for hospitals to have permanent installations of this type but this design is special for our hospital.

“The Footprints of our Future plaque is a wonderful way for families to pay tribute to a new child, grandchild or little one in their lives,” he said.
Although the Foundation paid the cost of the design and installation and will cover the cost of creating each personalized footprint, it will still benefit from each purchase. Funds raised will support hospital and community health programs. 

As you can see below, the center plaque will have a stylized Teddy Bear and our hospital logo.  Footprints can be added to the right and left, above and below, as far as the corridor extends. Patients and visitors approaching the O/B Unit can view them to their left as they walk toward the Unit entrance on their right.

No one is willing to predict whether the majority of footprints will be those of babies born in 2010 and forward or whether parents and grandparents will jump at the opportunity to make a gift to the hospital to honor a child born years ago.

So there may be a few footprints of the past along with footprints of the future.  Either way, the Foundation has created a new way to raise money for essential programs and to allow family members to permanently celebrate the arrival of a new loved one.

Fight Night, an exciting card of amateur fighters sanctioned by the New Jersey Association of USA Boxing, will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 8th, at the W Hotel, 225 River Street, Hoboken.  Ringside seats are $100 each and general admission is $35, but tickets must be purchased in advance as none will be available at the door.  You can get reservations or more information from Club H Fitness, our Hobokenumc.com website, or our Foundation office at x2124.  All proceeds from the event will benefit our capital projects.


The Joint Commission has noted that workplace violence events in hospitals have been increasing and the trend could continue.  We have a strong policy against workplace violence and hostile behavior, and every employee should be familiar with it.  We have zero tolerance for intimidation, threats and acts of violence, and any behavior that causes unease.  However, patients and visitors often face stressful situations in hospitals and may act inappropriately.  Steve Gaunt, our Director of Safety and Security, reminds us to be alert for behavior that could signal impending violence and maintain an attitude that helps defuse anger.  When you enter a room, evaluate the situation carefully and don’t isolate yourself with a potentially violent person.  Always keep an open exit path and call Security whenever you need assistance.  The Safety Hotline number is x6123.


The Hoboken Municipal Hospital Authority chair confirmed to the City Council last week that they would like to transfer ownership of the hospital so that the City would no longer be responsible for backing bonds issued several years ago.  However, any interested buyers will need to study the hospital’s finances (a process called Due Diligence,) as well as comply with requirements of the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs and the Office of the Attorney General.  Once a buyer is found, the process of  transfer could take many months.  CEO Spiros Hatiras and your editor will keep you informed if and when that process begins; but in the meantime, please note that every meeting of the Authority is open to the public and attendees may make comments and ask questions.  The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 23rd.


Now that the Open Vista electronic medical records project is well underway, Dr. Angelo Caprio will be spending less time on that project and devoting much more time to the management of insurance denials, utilization review, and the FPP/OPP process.  To facilitate that new role, he was appointed Interim Chief Medical Officer. His telephone and contact information remain the same.


The Education Department now has a bulletin board on the first floor near Maternal-Fetal Medicine with schedules for mandatory classes, continuing education, and certification information.  For information, x1859.


Our multi-media marketing campaign for the new Emergency Department has earned a second award.  The campaign, designed and implemented by Erbach Communications, earned an “Award of Excellence – Integrated Campaign – Business to Consumer.”  That was the highest category in the 16th Annual Communicator Awards.


Thank you to Dr. Iran Gomez and nurses Daisy Molina-Lucke and Nadine Rose for their participation in the Sumitomo Trust & Banking Co.


There were several interesting activities earlier this week that you may have missed.  The Hoboken UMC Auxiliary hosted a gold buyer and invited interested persons to bring in old jewelry to sell now that the price of gold is unusually high.  The Auxiliary’s share of the transaction will support hospital projects.  

Hoboken UMC physicians had plenty of opportunities to dine out this week. ENT & Allergy physicians invited members of our medical staff to join them for dinner at Amanda’s on Tuesday to learn about the services they provide in their Hoboken office.  On Wednesday members of the Hudson County Medical Society went to the Waterside Restaurant in North Bergen to salute their new officers.  And on Thursday our doctors were invited to dinner at the Westin Hotel in Jersey City to learn more about physician involvement in electronic medical records.

If you have news to share with employees, please let your editor know as soon as possible. Vital Signs is issued every second Friday.  There’s no specific deadline, but please be sure to send dates well in advance.
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