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Counting Really Counts


Each year the federal government gives more than $300 billion to states and communities. That’s just a little less than a thousand dollars per person, no matter where or how they live, whether they are in this country legally or not.


To states like New Jersey with more than eight million residents, that’s a lot of money coming annually from Washington.


That’s why you will find public officials, community leaders, and social service organizations urging everyone to participate in the Census to be conducted in April, 2010.  They all receive funding based on population.


Ever since Julius Caesar began counting noses way back when, some people have gone to great lengths to avoid being included.  Their worries range from unreasonable paranoia through legitimate privacy concerns to fear of being captured for some past offense.  But laws concerning the secrecy of census information are strictly enforced and no one can share census questionnaire responses with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities.

Years of preparation have gone into planning the 2010 count. The Census Bureau is using a combination of modern and old fashioned methods of collecting information. 

Workers have been using GPS scans of areas to note any structures where people might live. All previous times the Bureau had to send workers out with maps and pencils to mark likely habitats to visit later. That required two trips into the field for every worker and was very costly.


However, results of pilot programs testing hand-held devices to record and report collected information were disappointing, so census takers will be filling in the blanks on paper forms and then transcribing the information back in their offices.  Slower and maybe not as accurate, officials decided, but without electronic glitches to pull the whole system down.


In March most households will receive simple forms in the mail to be completed and sent back.  In April tens of thousands of Census Bureau workers will try to track down 

those who have not responded and to locate people not in their homes – in hospitals or jails, for instance.


A small percentage of the population will receive longer forms, a sampling to guide demographers predicting changes in population and styles of living.  An even smaller percentage will be requested to participate in longer interviews to collect more data.  (Your editor did that 10 years ago and was amazed at all the stuff she couldn’t recall about her own household.)


Data collected by the Census Bureau will be used to determine Congressional representation among other things. New Jersey is at risk of losing a Congressional seat because our state’s population has not grown as quickly as some southern and western states.  District lines for elections in 2011 and future years will also be based on population counts.


Funding for road improvements, reimbursement for hospitals, support for such programs as FAITH Services, and grants for law enforcement, schools, homeland security and a host of other programs are based on the number of people living in each area.  Citizenship isn’t taken into consideration: a person is a person is a person.  Everyone counts.


The Census Bureau website www.census.gov has much more information.


Meanwhile, you might want to know that the number of people living in the United States right now is about 301,621,159 and 8,685,920 of them live in New Jersey. As a state, we’re a trifle older than the national average, our homes are worth quite a bit more and our rent is 1/3 higher than most of the country. But we may be able to afford that because our median household income is almost $17, 000 higher than the U.S. average and we have far fewer people living below the poverty line and more than the average number of high school graduates.  Nationally, 19.7 percent of people speak a language other than English at home while in New Jersey that number is 27.8 per cent.


But all those numbers could change in April. 

Finally!  The election season is over for 2009. Television viewers don’t have to watch negative ads over and over, householders will have more room in their mailboxes for holiday catalogs, and campaign signs won’t litter the roads, streets and lawns.  Well, at least until spring.  As everyone probably knows, former U.S. Attorney Christopher Christie defeated Jon Corzine and Chris Daggett and will be sworn in as Governor of our state in mid January.  Hoboken’s Interim Mayor Dawn Zimmer defeated six other candidates and will continue as mayor (without the “Interim”) for three more years.


All employees, volunteers and physicians are invited to participate in either of two General Staff Meetings to be held Monday, November 9th, in Assumption Hall at 2 p.m. and 11 p.m.  CEO Spiros Hatiras will talk about hospital activities, upcoming events, employee concerns, and hot rumors. 


Nadine Rose, R.N. has been appointed to the position of Stroke Team Coordinator/Educator.  Finance Director Vincent Riccitelli has been appointed Interim CFO while a search is undertaken for a replacement for former CFO Ron DiVito.  We are also recruiting for a Chief Medical Officer to coordinate with physicians and it is possible an interim CMO will be appointed while that search goes on.  Meanwhile, interviews for previously advertised AVP positions may be delayed while job descriptions are revised.


There is still time to get tickets for the FAITH Services annual wine tasting on November 19th at the Westin Hotel in Jersey City.  There will be hundreds of exciting wines, whiskeys, restaurant specialty items and desserts to sample in a lovely environment.  Employees may obtain tickets for only $50. And be sure to check out the prizes being raffled that evening.  For a $10 chance, you might win one of several wonderful things. Call 201 792-6161.


FAITH Services and Rehab staffs are grateful to everyone who purchased baked items during their lobby sales in the past week or so.  Rehab’s earnings  will be used to help their patients who need equipment and medication they can’t afford, and FAITH’s profits will be used to assist their clients.


More than 70 local women accepted our invitation to free breast screenings last week.  Coordinator Bridget Hogan expressed special thanks to Rich Ragovin and his staff, Jisseelle Nater, Pat Piserchia, Marie Duffy, Ellen Refowitz, Carmen Rivera, and Drs. Miller, Mancheno, V. Damle, Perlmutter, Diaz-Socarras, and Sabido.


Our Intranet influenza site has been activated. Nurses Deborah Schwing and Rosemary Orozco are keeping the information up to the minute with NJDHSS and CDC recommendations.  There’s information you can print out and take home as reminders about hand hygiene and other precautions.


Hoboken resident Tejal Desai has been appointed as a member of the Hoboken Municipal Hospital Authority to replace Camille Corea who resigned last month.  Ms. Desai is a graduate of the University of Chicago and Carnegie Mellon University and has experience in public finance and investment banking.


As a cost-saving measure, New Jersey Transit has discontinued its practice of sending stacks of bus schedules to hospitals and other public buildings.  Instead they have developed an up-to-date website www.njtransit.com which shows complete timetables and routes, along with a printer-friendly trip planning feature.  


Annual Benefits Enrollment period begins on Monday and there will be information sessions from 7:30 am to 12:30 pm in Assumption Hall that day, from 1:30 to 6:30 pm in Room 92 on Tuesday, from 7 am to 3 pm in Assumption Hall on Wednesday and from 3 to 10 pm in Room 92 on Thursday.  JNESO members and employees who are not part of any labor bargaining unit will receive letters at home with detailed information and instructions. Please note some significant changes. As of January 1, 2010, the AtlanticCare PPO and QualCare Preferred PPO will no longer be offered. They’ll be replaced by the Horizon BCBS BlueCard PPO Medical Plan. There are some other changes to the plan, as well, and everyone should update their family and employment records. The decisions you make during this enrollment period will be in place for all of 2010, so choose carefully. For info, call x2100.


According to NJHA, 73 acute care hospitals in our state have $18 billion a year in total expenditures and another $2.3 billion in purchased services.  They provide nearly 145,000 full and part time positions, totaling more than $7 billion in salaries and $400 million in state income taxes.  In addition, they reported they provided more than $1.5 billion in charity care and were reimbursed $605 million for that care.
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